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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method comprising: 

determining a media asset, the media asset including content and content metadata, 
the content metadata having been associated with a term within the content; 

establishing a discussion forum associated with the term, based on the term and the 
content metadata; 

linking the term and the discussion forum; and 

delivering the media asset, including the term linked to the discussion forum, to a first 

user. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein delivering the media asset to the first user 
comprises: 

distinguishing the term within a first user display associated with the first user; and 
accepting a first selection of the term by the first user. 

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising providing a membership option to 
the first user, based on the first selection. 

4. The method of claim 2 further comprising delivering the media asset to a 
second user, wherein delivering the media asset to the second user comprises: 

distinguishing the term within a second user display associated with the second user; 

and 

accepting a second selection of the term by the second user. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein determining the media asset comprises 
determining a first media asset and a second media asset, each containing the term. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein delivering the media asset to the first user 
comprises delivering the first media asset to the first user, and delivering the media asset to 
the second user comprises delivering the second media asset to the second user. 
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7. The method of claim 6 further comprising: 
registering the first user as a member of the discussion forum; 
accepting posting information from users; and 
publishing the posting information on the discussion forum. 

8. The method of claim 7 further comprising establishing a user page that is 
uniquely associated with the first user, wherein establishing the user page comprises 
including the posting information within the user page. 

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the posting information includes only postings 
published by the first user on the discussion forum. 

10. The method of claim 8 wherein including the posting information comprises 
rendering the posting information with an ordering that is determined based on preference 
information about content of the posting information that is associated with the first user. 

1 1 . The method of claim 8 wherein the posting information includes a posting 
published by the second user, and further wherein the posting is located on the user page 
based on user-specific preference information that the first user has entered with respect to 
the second user. 

12. The method of claim 8 wherein the posting information includes a posting 
published by the second user, and further wherein the posting is located on the user page 
based on user-specific preference information that users have entered with respect to the 
second user. 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein determining the media asset includes selecting 
the media asset based on preference information associated with the first user. 
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14. The method of claim 1 wherein the content metadata includes preference 
indication information, and wherein establishing the discussion forum associated with the 
term comprises registering the first user as a member of the discussion forum based on 
preference information received from the first user with respect to the preference indication 
information. 

15. The method of claim 1 wherein the content metadata includes membership 
indication information, and wherein establishing the discussion forum associated with the 
term comprises registering the first user as a member of the discussion forum based on 
preference information received from the first user with respect to the membership indication 
information. 

16. An apparatus comprising a storage medium having instructions stored thereon, 
the instructions including: 

a first code segment for presenting a media asset; 

a second code segment for identifying a content element of the media asset on a user 
display, the content element having been selected from content of the media asset and 
augmented with content metadata; 

a third code segment for connecting the content element to a discussion forum, the 
discussion forum having been established with respect to the content element; and 

a fourth code segment for facilitating information exchange within the discussion 

forum. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the first code segment comprises a fifth 
code segment for selecting the media asset based on preference information associated with a 
user of the user display. 

18. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the fourth code segment comprises a sixth 
code segment for rendering the posting information with an ordering that is determined based 
on the preference information. 
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19. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the fourth code segment comprises a fifth 
code segment for establishing membership of a recipient of the media asset in the discussion 
forum, based on user preference information associated with the recipient. 

20. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the fourth code segment comprises a fifth 
code segment for publishing posting information input by a plurality of users. 

21. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the fourth code segment comprises a fifth 
code segment for maintaining opinion information about a first user, based on input of a 
second user. 

22. The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the fourth code segment comprises a sixth 
code segment for displaying postings of the first user in the discussion forum to the second 
user, based on the opinion information. 

23. The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the fourth code segment comprises a sixth 
code segment for displaying postings of the first user in the discussion forum to a third user, 
based on the opinion information. 

24. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the fourth code segment comprises a fifth 
code segment for selecting supplemental media assets having content related to the content 
element, and displaying the supplemental media assets in conjunction with the discussion 
forum. 

25. A system comprising: 

a media asset database operable to store media asset information, the media asset 
information including media assets and discussion objects within content of the media assets, 
the discussion objects resulting from a selection from the content for assignment of content 
metadata; 

a server operable to deliver selected media assets to a plurality of users, the selected 
media assets including at least a common discussion object; 
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a metadata presentation system operable to distinguish the common discussion object 
on user interfaces, each of the user interfaces being associated with one of the plurality of 
users; and 

a discussion forum engine operable to associate the common discussion object with a 
discussion forum, the discussion forum having been established based on the selection of the 
common discussion object. 

26. The system of claim 25 wherein the discussion forum engine is operable to 
provide a direct link from the common discussion object to the discussion forum. 

27. The system of claim 25 wherein the discussion forum engine is operable to 
publish and maintain posting information received from the plurality of users 

28. The system of claim 25 further comprising a preference database operable to 
store preference information associated with each of the users, wherein the server selects and 
presents the selected media assets based on the discussion objects and the preference 
information. 

29. The system of claim 28 wherein the discussion forum engine is further 
operable to render the posting information with an ordering that is determined based on the 
preference information. 

30. The system of claim 28 wherein the discussion forum engine is operable to 
register a first user of the plurality of users as a member of the discussion forum. 

3 1 . The system of claim 28 wherein the preference information is associated with 
the first user and includes user-specific preference information of the first user with respect 
to a second user, and further wherein the user-specific preference information determines a 
presentation of the posting information to the first user. 
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32. The system of claim 25 wherein the posting information is stored as a media 
asset within the media asset database. 

33. The system of claim 25 wherein the discussion forum engine is operable to 
establish the discussion forum prior to delivery of the media assets by the server to the users. 



71 



